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ACIS 7. v, 26, OJirs, ye are « Sw Vi hy do ye wrong one to 
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HE open Aflaults and the fecret Praftices of our Enemies are 
things tt atwe arc prepared for, we look for them, and guard 
againſt them 3 ſo that we are n9t ſurpriſed with them, nor une 
provided when they appear, But the mutual Arimoſities of thoſe who 
are al! united in the ſame Common Interefs , and that ought to be- ani- 
mated with the ſame Soirit, have ſomewhat in them that is more terr1. 
ble, that carrics the Character ofa Naiiongriot capable ofa Deliverance, 
bur fitted for d<itrnaction, This is at all tives deplorable, but ſometimes 
it is ſo diimal, that it is not eaſfjeto fee a People i in {uch a State, when 
their Dangersare ex:reme3 without concluding that fo fatal a madneſs 
muſt be ihe Mark as well asthe efiect of ſome Stroak from Heaven, 
Who couid have Ps Jeruſalem in the State which Joſephus deſcribes 
it, without concjuding them Curſed of God £ Belicged by the greateſt 
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Power that was then in the World, and languiſhing in Famine; yet in 
the inteevals of the Attacks of their Enemies, giving-one another no reſt, 
but divided into three great Parties, who were Butchering one another, 
as oft as their Enemies gave them leiſure for it. ho 

Somewhat not unlike this, though ina lower form, ts ſet forth in the 
words of my Text : The Poſterity of Jacob had endured a terrible Bon- 
lage in Egypt, and it was no wonder if while they groaned under ſuch an 
oppreſhion, an lſraclite and an Egyptian were engaged in a Quarrel, in 
which Moſes it ſeemstook it for granted, that the Egyptian was in the 
Wrongzand ſo he killed him inthe affiſtance of an injured lraelite. But ic 
was an aſtoniſhing thing to him toſee two Ifraclites hghting; therefore he 
who was the meeke({t Man in the Earth, ſtudied to ſoften both their minds 
with a reproot that in very gentle words, ſet forth the madneſs of their 
quarrel with great Authority, 

They were Brethren either as they were one people ingaged all in the 
ſ.me Intercſts, groaning under the fame miferies, and wiſhing for the 
ſame common Deliverance; or as they were all initiated into the ſame 
; Covenant with God, as being the Seed of Abraham according to the pro- 
miſe made to him, But beſides this general confideration of their being 
Brethren , there were two ſpecial ones that enforced it in their preſent 
Circumſtances. 

They were in Bondage to a irong, an ingrateful, a perfidious, and 
a cruel Enemy that forgetful of all the Services Joſeph bad rendred the 
Crown, was not (ati:fied with condemning them toan ignominious Slave- 
ry - but carried this to ſo Brutal a degree of Cruelty, as todelign the 
Murder of all their Male Iſſue, and even to oblige Parents to deſtroy the 
fruit of their own Body, Now while they were under fo terrible a Bon« 
dage, it ſecmed a very unnatural piece of madneſs for rhem to have any 
Quarrels among themſelves. But befides i his they had reaton to believe 
that a deliverance was approaching: the time that was marked by Pro- 
phecy, ( Gen,-15. 13. ) forthe continuance of their Captivity was now 
almoſt expired ; ſo they had reaſon to believe that God was to appear 
very {peedily, and to ſet them at liberty : and therefore nothing was 
more contrary to that proſpect, than for them in ſuch a ſtate of thing! 
£0 engage into Quarrels and Animoſicges, which might naturally hivepro- 
duced ſuch Conſequences,. that they muſt have been very muck difablec 
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from being the Inſtruments of an in ſuch a glorious Work, - as that 
which they had reaſonto conclude was now near at hand, fince the Pe- 
riod of 430 Years wasnow expiring. 

From the Conf1deratior of the mutual tie of their being Brethren, 1t 
was reaſonable to cxpoſtulate, .as Moſes did, Why do ye wrong oneto ano- 


ther £ Inſinaating that 1n ſuch quarrellings the wrong lay not only on 


the one ſide , but was mutual. Both were to blame, they wronged one 
another, and wronged the Publick befides, But though both were in 
the wrong, we ſee who'was moſt ſo, even he that would not hear of a 
reconciliation, or of the putting a ſtop to the Quarrelz he reproached 
Moſes. with the aſſiſtance that he had given the day before to an Iſraclite 
again{t an Egyptian - ſo enraged he was at the friendly interpoſition of 
Moſes in the matter, that he ſeems concerned for the Egyptian that was 
killed; a Publick Enemy being leſs hated than a Brother, when thoſe Dos 
meſtick Feuds are once raiſed to any height; even a Reconciler becomes 
then more odious than an Alien. | 

This is. the account of the occaſion on which theſe words wereſpoken, 
and of the words themſclves, and of the effe& they had. - In the next 
place, let us conſider how far we may be concerned in them, | 

We have been engaged ina great and hard ſtruggle with open Ene- 
mies, as cruel and as treacherous as Pharaoh or the Egyptians ever were: 
We have overcome them, but now we are falling into mutual quarrel 


lings z ſomeare whetting on their ſpirits to Revenge, by the rememe_ 


brance of paſt Errors, with relation to Civil Matters : others are raifing 


4p thoſe Diſputes, which have been already once and again fo fatal tous, 


that they have given us oftencauſe ra with,thatthey had never been once 
named amongſt us, and-after'a!l theſe unhappy Conſequences, that ſuch 
things bave hitherto had, we are now again trying our Strength, muſter- 
122 our Forces, and railing within our own Minds, and in the Minds of 
ail, over whom we have any Inflaence, all the ſowrneſs and peeviſh- 
nels that is pothible, which at any other time were an inexcuſable piece of 
Folly , but now it is a Madneſs that wants a Name. Let us then fofar 
at leaſt take breath io our Quarre), as to hearken to rheſe words, and ta 
examine what is imported by them, Te are Brethren. 

This belongsto us, firſt, as we are Engliſhmen, all of the ſame Nation 
under the ſame Laws, and the ſame Protection, ſhut up indeed Lo an 

X A 2 


« 


_ __ 
—_ 
om An __ ———— E d 4. ——— 
£& I - 


Iſland , which as it ſeparates us fro al the World, fo it ſecures ys as 
gatnſt all the World. We were anciently a broken People divided. into 
many Kingdoms, and tho* moſt of theſe were ſwallowed UP many Ages 
429, yet we werenever brought all under one Head before the beginning 
of this Century + Our Climate, its true,.1s none of the beſt ; we have 
but a faint Sun, and the Product of 'Our Sotl cannot be compared with 
that of more Southern Regions 3 but our Ports and River gtve us ach 
Advantages, that we lend out beth Colonies and Manufactures all the 
World over, and fetch home rich Returnsz ſo that we haveboth Se- 
Ccurity and Wealt!, beyond any otour Neighbours, | 

It is a melancholy thin | tolive upon a'Continent » and to beſabjeR to 
the Chances of War, aid to all the Depredations, and Miſeries Witch 
follow all Wars; bur it is yet much more unhappy to be inthe Neigh- 
bourhood of that cruel and barbarous Encmy of Mankind, whohavin 
laid off all the tenderneſs of humane Nature, and the regards that have 
been by acommon confent held ſacred in the moſt deltrudive Wars, ex- 
ecutes whole Countries all at once: whoatterall the Wealth that can poſe 
fibly be ſqueezed out of them, is drawn trom them to the laſt Farthing 
forpurchaſing a Security for their Houtes, Perions, aud Cattel : Who 
Ifay, after thiſ Securities are ſo dearly paid for, ſends the fina] Order 
of deſtroying ali, and burning, and wafting every thing without ex. 
Ception. I ſpeak not this to aggravate matters with words ot Pomp ; 

ay nothing but what they do daily practiſe, and of which 1 have ſeen 
many fital Proots in the Runs of many grea: I OW!.s,, and large Coun. 
tries, where the Words of ( Joel, 2, 3- were literally *ccompiithed by 
that devouring Army ; the Countrey before them being like the Garde 
of Bdew, but behind then, like a acſolate Vitderns/c, 

Butour Security from Enemies without us, is but half our H+ ppineſs ; 
Weare ſafe at home Ilkewiſc,having the bleffing of a Governmun; [0 tems 
Pered, that as we arenot expoled to the bury of a Icvelling Miulritude, 
nor tie Contufions of an Equality among Men, but have 5 Government 
that is ſtrong and firm enough to keep us in Order and Obedience s fo 
we have the grentet bict[tag that can be found in Goverrancnt in a; Bigh 
a degree as wiſe men can defire, Oh! the Cifference ber ween us aid 
ſome ha PPter Climates, where niens Eltatcs and Liberties, and often the Ir 
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Lives are at the r mercy of mere Humour and Paſſion: where the Frowns 


of a Court can throw a man 1n-a moment from the moſt plentitul to the 
moſt miſcrable Condition imaginable : where one raſh word is thought 
Crime enough for a perpetua! Imprilonment joyned with all the Clicas 
ances cf Kigour that can render it much more-terrible than Deathit 
ſelf 5 ſorhat if ſuch T yrants do not make many publick Examp'es of their 
Severity, their Deſign 1n ſo doing iecms only tobe to lentghen out the. 
Miſeriesof ſuch as ſuffer at their hands, that ſo they may glut themſelves 
with a more laſting Revenge, Ilay , nothing of choſe terrible Impoſſ= 
tions by which they eat out the Fortunes, and the very Strength of their 
Subje*is, all mens Eſtates by a quick Circulation , are melted into the 
ſupportoftheir unjuſt Wars.or Extravagantexpences;and the poorer ſort 
muſt give at leaſt the half of their ttme to work, in order to the paying 
tholecruel Taxes, by which they grind their People, Their ruined 
H »ufſes, their ragged Cloaths, thei: hangry Looks, and their half-naked 
Children, give evident Prook of the Tyranny of thoſe Governmente,thak 
can render their People extremely miſerable, in ſpite of all that abundance 
which Nature has ſet before them, while Millions of Peopl: are pining 
away in Want an4 Beggary , that ſoa few may ſurfeit themſelves with 
all the Excefſes of tullneG and Vice. This is a ſhort hint of that 
Winch every one that has travelled abroad has ſeen in the rich- 
eſt Countries beyon | Sea , God grant we may never fee it nearer, 
But we know it has been the Language of all the | laiterers of lawleſs 
Power, that nothing can tame Pcople, and mak« them quiet anu obedi- 
ent but Poverty 3 where as plenty mz kes them baughty and mutinous, as 
if Pharaob*s Maxims had been tobederived to all his Succeſſors in Ty ran- 
ny” ( Exod.5, x7.) Te are idle, zeare idle, iherefore ye ſay, let mego, - 
Ve areall then breth:ien, as we are Buglſh men and Freemen, born un- 
dera Governmei:t that gives us all p. fivle Securttt s for by h Liberty and 
Property, the rwo chicf carthly bletlin; geof humaiie Namely whole Per- 
ſons can neither be reſtraincd, nor puniihed beyond the bounas of Law ; 
who can be charged with no Taxes but by ther own Conlint and w ho 


| beſubjet tono Fl but what vere WV | by themſelves, 


Happ\ Liberty ! and happy SubjeQs ! it they but knew-thetr own 
Happineſs 3 but as good Men love Liberty. fo it is only wile en that 


can value it and ſecure itz Fools part with it ealily, and it they pay*bur a 
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little for the purchaſe of it, are apt to think it is dear bought. The [/-4- 
elites in their March when they ſaw not the abundance to which they had 
been accuſtomed in Egypt, wiſh'd themſelves there again; ( Exod. 16.3 ) 
fo a voluptuous Nationthat was over»ſet with abundance, and corrup- 
ted with Luxury, may think it was better with them when they vere 
Janguiſhing away under that falſc appearance of Plenty, into a certain 
Ruinez than now, iftheir Proſpe& of Liberty 1s like for a year or two | 
to force them to be a little more frugal and ſover, leſs vain, and leſs pros 
_ CGigal « fuch alefſening of Expence toſecure Liberty, will appear 1ntolle- 
rable to thoſe that have not ſenſe enoug': to value 1t, nor Vertue enough 
to ſtarve their Yices, that they may ſettle it upon themſelves and their 

Poſterities, We 
Our Neighbours in the low Countries aſter they tad felt the ſmart of 
 Tx3:anny, rcfolved either to recover their Liberty, or to periſh in the 
Attempr, and by a War of Forty Years continuance a {mall Corner of the 
World maintained it ſclf againſt the greateſt Power then 1n Ezrope, and 
was reduced toa Miſery and Poverty, that nothing but an obſtinate Re- 
ſolutnon of veing Freemeng, or of periſhing, could have ſupported, In 
Couuclufion their Noble Deſigns were bleſs'd with ſucceſs, they became 
the Wonder, and the Envy of the World, the Arbiters of Europe, and 
the Supports of that very Power which then ſtudied to cruſh them, and 
to crown their Glory, the Inſtrumen:s of giving us Liberty, as well as of 
{ccuring their own. And yet after all this, tho' the Name of «heir Go- 
vernment has a greater ſound towards Liberty than our own, we are re- 
ally the muci, freer People ofthe two, where every man hasa more open 

acceſs to 2 proportioned (hare in the Government, than among rhem, 
That imall Expence which we may borrow from our Plcafures to ſee 
cure our Liverty will be foon repayed to us 1n that firm and ſettled Hap- 
pinefs which 1s1n cur view. Werun indced the hizard of loſing it, and 
vwecc{crve rat it ſhould beſo, if weeither throw it up, as not worth the 
holding, or let it be ſuatched from us by the great Ravith-rof Liberty, 
and common Enemy to Mankind: the truth is that Corruption ofour Mo. 
rals WinCats {pread {yuniverſally over the Nation, gives us juſt Cauſe of 
apprehen4ing thar we have not Vertue enough left to maintain Liberty. 
Butthat as tne voluptuous and degenerated Romans, after that they had 
[naken oft Ce/ar's Tyranny, were too much vitiated to return co their 
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Ancient Government, and fo they quickly fell under anew, a worſe, 
and more laſting Tyranny. Thus we who have fallen fo far from the Vere 
tues of our Anceſtors, can never be able to maintain thoſe Rights-which 
they derived tous, if we donot refolve to return to their Vertues, -and 
to cleanſe our ſelv- s of thoſe Vices which do deprave us. If we will u- 
nite ir: inaintaining this common Cauſe, and concur with every man who 
on this occation is willing to ſhew himſelf an Engliſhman, if we will for- 


'@:t all our little Intereſts to mind this great One, and ſacrifice ſmall 


matters for the ſxving our All, then we will ſhew that we are bre- 
thren, all born of one common Mother, and all equally concerned in 
her Prefervation. 

But in this ye are Brethren, there is a cloſſer relation implied ; That 
as the Jews were all Brethrez with regard to that Covenant to which 
they had a Right, as they were Abraham's Seed; fo we Chriſtians are 


Brethren, as we profeſs the ſame common Chriſtianity, and look for 


the ſame common Salvation. As we are Chriitians, or as we are Pro- 
teftants, we are Brethren, bclieving the fame Goſpel, owning the 
ſame God, and the ſame Saviour, animated by the ſame Spirit, and 
h oping to live together in the ſame ſtate of happineſs for ever. In all 
theſe reſpeRs weare Brethren; for that we are Proteſtants; imports no 
more but that we areChrii/ians,who believe that holy Religion 1n the ſame 
Purity and Simplicity in which it was at firſt delivered to the World. IF 
there happen to be any Diverfities among us about ſome leſſer things; 
we ought firſt to compare the Importance of that in which we agree, 
with that in which we differ; and if we findthe one 1s vaſtly great, and 
the other is nothing in compariſon to it,..then it 1s plain, that ſmall Dife 
ferences muſt give place tothe greater Points, in which weare at one; 
for all that a& otherwiſe, ſhew clearly, that tho they do not think it 
decent toſpeakout wuaat they think, yet in their Hearts they underva- 
lue the common Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion 10 which we agree, 
but ſet a real Value upon 1ndifferent matters, and are acted by the Heats 
and Animoſities of a Party, to which all other things give. place. Tt 
was not only a certain fign of Kuine to the Jews, but an infallible Cauſe 
of it, that while they were beſieged by the Rowars, in [tead of conſalt- 
iog together thc {Methods of their common Detence, they were broke 
into ſuch irceconciliable Feuds, that they no ſooner,had a time of breath- 
ing given them by their Beſtegers, than they tell upon one — 
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(80) 
that they became their own mol} implacable Enemics. When the Sara- 
gens were too hard for the witole State of Chriſtendom, the Eattern and 
Weſtern Churcies fell out about {vo tritiing a matter, as whether the Bread 5 


in the Sacrament ought to be le: ivened, Or not : This? r{t broke them, | 


then ſome other matters not mic!) more important, were found out to 
widen the breach, which had ſuch Efteets, that the Weſtern Nations that | 
ought to have {upported the Gree; Church and Empire, itn0p out of Cha. 
ricy tothem, yet ont of a Cuecare of tzemſcives, that tity miy'.t be co- 


vered by ſuch a Barzicy from the Twrkiſh Empice, looke on, and ſaw | 


them deſtroyed, and found tiemlclves by that means expoſed to a 
rPowcr that hasbeen {o often formidable to Exyope. Shall 10: the mad- 
neſs arid Milcries of Others make us iv wie as to fortifie our ſelves all we 
can,and to forget, ifive cannot quite remove the Occ afions of our Diffe- 
rences © $1141] an evil oils ſtill prevail among us to the deteaiing all the 
Deſigns of Providence,and the croffing of all Attempts for Peace and 
Union ? fo that neither the Errors i 3rall men ſcemed lately to confeſs, 
nor the Promiſes which were then generaily made, neither our late dif. 
tre(s, nor qQur preſent Dang*1 T8 Can þrin? us to a ſound Mind, or to a 
calm Tempe, hat is 1} 85 our day we as ke ow the things that belong fo our 
Peace, 16 is 1ndeed ftrange that we ſhoulkl not knov? them, when allthe 
World beſides us knows them. But as there is ts nuthing that can tend to 
tne {tren: 7 NOONg of all Bo: dicslo much 4s their vetng united among them« 
{elves s lo there is ſomewhat ſo peculiar tothe Genius of the Chriſtian 
Religion, that both obliges us to Peace and L ove, and allo diſpoſes us 
to it, that wecannot give a more eminent provi f of our Ignorance of the 
Main Dettgi of our great Matter, and of his 81e{Icd DoRrine, than tcde- 
light in everla{iing Quarrelling, and to hate, and ſtudy to deftroy 
thoie for whom Chriſt died. Nor does any thi 2 deteat the defign, nor 
itop the $6; toher Religion, ſo much as the Diviftions of thoſe who Pro- 
fels it s for iicle do divert all men from better things, as much as they 
ſeandalizethe World againſt th ſe who promote th cm wihſo much Zeal, 
Wacn the Refo! Wationappeared rſt in the World, itmadea mighs 
ty pre I > Whole States and Kingdoms embrace. it 'o faſt, that The 


OI a « A wt 


Advances it made i inthe hands of a few Inſtrumenis, feeried to ſupply | 


the want of Miracles, and loock'rlike a great one "mT butall on aſud- 
den it came to a tujl (top, and now for above an hundred years it has 
Zales 
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oy ained little ground, but loſt much, The chief reaſon that can be aſ: 


. 


Hened for this, is, That thoſe who embraced it, in ſtead of carry- 
ing on their common Canſe with an united ſtrength, have fallen a 
quarrelling among ithewſcives about ſome Uncertain and Incons 
f{derable things, Thoſe in Germany being broken abour the mane 
iner of the Preſence 1n the Sacrament 5 though all agree, that neither 
the one, nor the other Opinion has any relation, either to the Wore 
ſhip of God, or to any Practical Duty : Thoſe in Holland have quar.- 
relV'd about the Decrees and Councils of God, though both fides ac-. 
knowledge that it is a Myſtery paſtfinding out; And we here in England 
have had a longand fierce Conteſt about things, which we all confeſs 
are in{ifferent in their own nature. 

This Animoſity works ſtill ſohigh among us, that many take fire 'u- 


' pon the ſmalleſt ſteps that can be made cowards the healing ſo great a 


Breach ; and fill all places with Tragical Outcries, as if the Church of 
Ergland were to be pulled down : while the chief Promoters of theſe 
Reports know well how falſe they are; and that inſtead of offering at 
any thing that canin any ſort weaken our Church, every thing which 


' bas been endeavoured, muſt prove its Strength, as well as its Glory; 
'jf we are ſohappy asto « eigh 21l in even Ballances. The things that 


are propoſed are of therſelves defirable, though there ſhould not be 
one DDiſlenter gained by them 5 and are ſuch as will tend to the making 
all the parts of our Offices both more Ulnexceptionable, anq more Edi- 
fying. But Diſtempers are far gone, when the Patient rages at the 
firſt mentionof a Medicine, We have loſt many happy Opportunities 
fince the firſt beginnings of the Reformation among us, for the healin 

our Breaches : One 1s ſorry to remember them, and wiſhes that {auch ta. 
i 1 Errors could be covered irom the Knowledge of all ſuceceding Ages 
for the ſake of the Church, and of thoſe who have governed it, Eutif 
we do 2gain repeat former Erro:s, and let the preſent Advantages that 
we have now in our hands (lip fromus, what is to be faid upon it, bur 
that this is of the Lord, who by it is puniſhing us for'our other fins, for 
onr Remifencſs in our Duties; for our negleG of the Paſtoral Care ; for 
dur f]ackuivg that triAneſs of Life which becomes our Profeſſion 3 for 


our indulging our ſelves too much in Senfuality and Lazineſs z and for 
*1:3.14 B all 
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all theſe other ſins, by which we have ( Mal. 2.8, 9.) deparied from 


his Law, and have corrupted the Covenant of Levi, aud made many to ftu me. 
ble at the Law 3 ( Jer. 10. 21,) Ard that thereſre God will make us become 


baſe and contemptible before the Pepile ;, and that all owr Flocks jhall le ſcats 
tered, Bit we might bop: tor better things, if every one would put a- 
way all Prey Jices, all W-ath, Anger, anc Revenge 3 and would put 
o' B w.\sof vercics and Kindneſs, 1emcmbring that we are Brethren. 
$5 that havivg purified our ſelves trom Humour, Paſion T-rereſt, and 
Every thing elic that may Corrupt Our rind , Whiv he ane ned owe of the 
breth”:»., we would rejolve to love one another with a parc hav feruenily . 


And 1: 11 ftcail ofthe Pride of not yiel.11:3g to one another in any thing, | 
we ſh»uld rather engage into a holy Emulation of try ing w hocculd yield 


moit i.;r the healing oth fe wounds that have been lo often opened, and 
thac begin now again to vleed afreſh. 

Itis not th: Diff-rence> themſelves that k-- p us aſundery they are too 
Inconfiderable for that, It is a ſecret ciſlike that ve bear to one ano-' 


ther : For as the Greeks and Latines cold never have fallen out about . 


ſo inconfiderable a matter as the Leaver1ag the Bread in the Sacrament, 
if the diſpute about the Authority of the Biſhops of Rowe and Conſtan- 
tinople had not embittered their minds - So our Subjedts of Dilpute 
are only the Occaſions by which our Uncharitableneſs workes, and if 
by Dringing our ſelves to a more Chriſtian Temper, tha* hi. den Diſeaſe 
were once cured, all the ©y:nptoms of it would 'all off of themſelves, 
2nd men would gr.-w aſh-med that they had ever ſpent ſo much Time 


and fo much Z:al about things which d-ſerve them ſo little, The A- 


po': les who were full of this Divinc T-mper, after they themtclves had 
judyed ina Diſpute of much more Conſequence than any is among as, 
yet were not only willing t-5 let the Jews continue to do as they bad 
wont to do, but even to #he Jews thy hecame Fews, ( 1 Cor, 9. 20. ) 


thar ſo chey might gain them, nor by a Spirit of ſervile Compliance, 


but by the enlarged Spirit or true Charity, which isof to00 great a com- 
paſs, to be limited within any narrow ſub-divi{fivn, By this Spirit it 
was, that while S:. Pax! was a Prifoner for the Golpel, ſome thinking ta 
add affiiFion to bis bonds, preached Chriſt not ſincerel;, but out of malice 


£74 envy 3 \ Phil. 1. 153 18.) yet fo Triumphant was the Spirit of 


Univer- 


1 | 
Univerſal Love, and of Zeal for the Honovr of his Bleſſed Maſter, in 
him, that herejoiced in this, That Chriſt was Preached : And then do 
| webecome his Followers, when by a Degree of the ſame Spirit, we 
can ſofar raiſe our minds above all the narrownefles of a Party, that 


' ſible, and as much as in herlyes z nor are we to ſtop in a good thi 


tho we were afdured that thoſe men who differ from us, were in the 
wrong, and had ill deſig:is againſt us, yet we would conquer them in 
the Spirit of the Goſpel, and 1ſo overcome their evil with our good, 
Upon all ſuch occaſions we ought not to much to conſider what we 
oweto theſe with whom we have to do, as whatweowe to our felves, 
to the Church, and to the ſucceeding Generation » So that if we can 


* fee how we may dothat which may produce good effeRs at any di- 


{tance of time from us, we ought to doit 3 though it ſhould not, like 
a Charm, have a preſent ſenfible Operation 3 nor onght things that are - 
offered at for Peace, be rejected, it they are in themſelves reaſonable, 
becauſe we cannot be aſſured before hand, that thoſe in whoſe favour 
they are propoſed, will be gained by them : The Church will always 
gain both. with God and Man, by offering at Peace as much as is poſ- 
,be- 
cavſethe effec is not certain; in ſuch caſes we 'may well truſt the Pro- 
vidence of God ; and things that will be their own Apology, are ne« 
ver the worſe, if they are defeated by the fowrneſs of unreaſonable 
menz on the contrary, as theone (ide will have the more Glory, fo 
the other will be the more 1nexcuſable, when great Conceſſions are 
frankly made, but unbandſomely rejeRed, 
To crown all ; We have (till one reaſon to perſuade us to reflect a 


little more frequently on our being Brethren, ſince we know our Enes« 


mies do it to-purpole z their-Fottom is on Abſolute Authority and In- 
fallibility, that are maintained by Implicit Faith, and blind Obedience; 
which gives them indeed Advantages that our Principles do not allow 
us3 yet it is an unaccountable piece of the perverſenels of humane na- 


- ture, that falſe Perſuafions ſhould have ſo great an [nfluence, when 


certain Truths are fo feeble 3 and when all the weight chat our Saviour 
has laidon mutual Love and Charity, ſhall have fo little force, while 
ſome fa!ſ: Notions work more certainly, Our Adverfaries have indeed 
among them, many differences, both in Do&rine and Practice, not 
to ienitiona valt variety in their Rituals, that are much more —_ 
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( 12 ) 
than any of thoſe are,about which we are divided;andyet as ſoon as they 
ſee the Common Cauſe concerned, they can lay all theſe to fleep, in 
order totheir running down their Common Enemies; but we by a fatal 
obſtinacy continue our Diſp.utes,and heighten our Animotities, when our 
Enemiesare in our Bowels, ready not only to take advantage of our Paſ- 


tons, but todevour us; while we, in ſtead of ſecuring our ſelves from: 


them, ſeem only to beſet on devouring ore another, This is irom God, 
and gives usa Melancholly ProſpeR of itſeif; but a much more melan- 
cholly one, when we have reafon tolook upon it as a Judgment of God 
on us for our (ins, and asa forerunner of our deſtruction, We ſeemnow 
to be in the like State wich that in which Jeraſalew was, when our Savi- 
our faid of her, How often would 1 have gathered thee under my wings, as 4 
hen g-thereth her brood, but thou wouldst not | ( Luke 13, 34-). 

1 his leads me to conſider the firſt Circumitance in which the [/raelztes 
were, that made it more neceſ}ary for them to remember that they 
were Brethren, fince they were then in Egypt, in bondage to a Crue), 
Treacherous, and ungrateful Tyrant, who had both Strength enough 
to maſter them, and rage enough to deſtroy them, It is true, ſuch has 


the goodneſs of God been to us, that we are not now in Egypt; but we 


were lately very near the being brought under that Yoke : and it we 
do not manage the happy Opportunity that is now in our hands, we- 
have reaſon to apprehend that we fhall quickly fall again under it, The 
Scene that has been lately afted in France and Savoy, has given us ſuff- 
cient warning of what we ought to expe& when we fall under ſuch 
Pharaohs, who will neither remember Jejeph, nor the moſt ſignal Servi- 
ces that can be done them, nor have any of the tenderneſs of Humanity, 
not to ſay of the Compaſitons of Chriſtianity, but who will by a flow 
oppretiion eat out the Eſtates, and ſpoil the Houſes of thoſe they call 
Hereticks, and give them all the vexatious dilquiet that they can cone 
trive; and then, when all is conſumed, will ſeparate the neareſt Re- 
lations, and ihrow them into terrible and noyſome Priſons, without any 
regard to Ageor Sex, to Sickne(s or Infirmity» And the very attewpt 
of flying away from fo dreadful a Miſery, will be made a Crime to be 
puniſhed by the greateſt ſeverity to which men can be adjudged; to be 
 Chain'd to a Bank, and to tug at an Oar, in the molt uncomfortable 

ſtate of life that is imaginable. Thisis what many thouſands in France. 
haveſuffered, and ſtill do ſuffer 3 and has driven vaſt multitudes out of 


i 
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I3 
ey their Countrey from their Dwellings and Families, naked aimoſt, and 
in deſtitute of all things : you have {en ſo many crying Inſtances of this 
tal | Cruelty, that it is not neceſſary to enlarge further upon it: and you 
ur | have received, and relieved them with ſuch a bountiful hand, and fo 
aſ- | tender a Charity, that you have reaſon to hope that there is a Bleſſing 
m- | reſerved for you, proportioned to the labour of Love you have ſhew- 
1d, | ed, who have miniltred to lo many of our perſecuted Brethren, and 
n- till do minilter. | | 
od We here, had formerly reaſon to bave looked for no better uſage; 
w we know their Church is Uniform in her Proceedings againſt Here- 
ri ticks 3. the Spirit and Principles are the ſame every where; ſo we had 
52 . No reaſon to have expected to be exewpted from the fate of others, if 
we had been dclivered over to them whoſe tender mercies are cruel. 
es * We ſaw that they remembred not Foſeph, not only in the Age after he 
25 was dead, but that iramediatly after the greateſt Service that could be 
}. done, and the moſt ſolemn Promiſes that could be made, all was for- 
zh gotten - and itthere appeared at any time any relenting, it was like 
as. . thatin Egypt 3- for when Pharoab felt the weight of the Divine Difplea- 
re. | ſure, he was ſofar wrought on, that he was willing to let the People 
7E 2903. but that Terrour was no ſooner overysthan his heart was hardned; 
e- i1othathis good Temper went off, and all his Promiſes were forgotten. 
2 Some, perhaps are fo foolith as to imagine, that preſent Misfortunes 
i- may hve wrought a Change ſomewhere, and that they now ſee paſt 
h Errors, fo that they would not venture to fa]] again into the fame Fol- 
i- lies, that had proved fo fatairo them. But yet ſuch Perfons ought to 
7, conlider that Pharach was Pharaoh (ti, and would be fo (till, after all 
y the Changes of Fortune through which he could pals; Obligations and 
1 Engagements will be but feeble things. And we muſt expect to be the 
J- moſt miſerable Nation under the Sun, 1f after the Eſcape that we have 
bu made, we {hould again fall back into the ſame Handsz not only the old 
y Crime of Hereſy muſt be brought agaialt us, but our Prelumption- in 
t daring toſet ourſelves tree, and to accept of the Deliverance, which 
e _ © God hasſo wonderfully wrought for us, would be thought the greateſt 
e of Crimes,and be aggravated by all that could be invented to wake it 
e look odious.We have in ſuch a Caſe the moſt deplorable State of Miſery 
e imaginableto look for, all the Hardſhips of Prijons, all the Cruelty of | 
f rough : / 
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" rough Treatment, and after the lengthned Miſery of il} Uſage, ſucff a | 
terrible. Death, as they may think, will give us the moſt exquiſite Mi- | 
ſery 3 ſothat all the Eaſe and Pleaſure we might hope tor, ſhould be to | 
be ſpeedily delivered by a quick Execution out of their Hands ; their 
Temper and Principles are of themſelves, cruel enough, but when theſe | 
are ſharpned by: Reſentment and Revenge, then new Contrivances of | 
Cruelty are to be expected. 

This is that Zg pt out of which we are delivered, I wiſh I could fay 
delivered. Alas, Ireland is not ! but is fill in Bondage with her 
Chiloren, and like to bea long Scene of Blood and Miſery, nor can our 
Deliverance be compleat till that is pertetted ; and tho we here are not 
at preſent in their power, yet it is but too evident that many wiſh we 
were, If thefe were the avowed Members of rhnat Body, it ought not © 
to furprize us, but that many who ſeem zealous againſt it, ſhould yet | 
by their whole Conduct be carrying us back thitlicr, 1s more amazing, 
Can any Man be (o void of Underſtanding, as to forget ſo ſoon what was 
ſo lately done? or imagin that any Change in the Affairs of our Ene- 
mies, can have changed either their Principles or their Hearts, unleſs 
it be to the worſe ? And yet after all this there are not a few, tharſay 
plainly .Wou/d to God we were in Egypt again. for it was then berter with us 
than #t is now. Others are not ſo fincere as to ſpeak out, but their Ai. 
ons ſprak for them, Someare uneafte, becauſe they can no more pers 
ſecure their Brethren. Others, becauſe they can no more inſult over 
their Neighbours. Some are atra:d of ſuffering a little of the great deal 
they deſerve - While, on the other hand, others are atted with another 
Exiream of Fury, an! under the pretence of puniſhing paſt Errors, 
ſeck only to gratity thcir own Revenges, and ſo drive others to the + 
common Folly of all that are in any preſent Danger, to wiſh f''r any 
thing that may deliver them from that, how fatal foever it may proye 
afterwards, 

Thele unraly Apirations of Mens Minds on both hands, are the very 
Plague that our Eneinies ought to wiſh to us,that white Pharaoh purſues, 
we may ftand [tt]}] quarrelling with one another till he can overtak - and 
Cceltroy us, and this, 4n ſtead of ({ecuringour (elves againſt the Common 
Enemy, we create many new Ones among our fc}ves, and expoſe the 
whole to the Rages of thoſe who can haveno Mercy, * 


The 


(15 ) 
The ſecond CircumRtance of the Afﬀeaﬀirs of the I/raelites was, That they 


| were upon the puint of being redeemed out of their Bondage,and being 
| mace one of the moſt Glorious Nations that ever was: The Prophecy 


relating tO it was near the aſſigned Period; and it ſeems it had begun 


= already tobeunderſtood, that Moſes was to be the perſunto beimploy- 
' edinit, for we find kere that he 1magined they had known it, which 


ſhews that it was got even then into many Hands, And now if we turn 
this tuwards our Sclves, here is a. Dawning to a Aappinefs, and a Des- - 
liverance begun, that carries with it all that 1s deſirable to us Whes- 


; ther this is a beginaing of this great Reſtitution of all Things, which is 


ſuppoled to be held forth in Prophecy, and to be near its accompliſh- 
ment, is that which | will not undertake to affirm; but this is certain, 


- thas (incethe firſt beginnings of the Reformation, the Face of the Times 


never look<d 1o bright towards that blefled Work as it does at preſent. 
There was never ſuch a happy conjunRion of Intereſts among thoſe who 
profeſſed it, as there1s at preſentz nor were ever theſe Kingdoms, and 
the United Provinces,in ſuch a cloſe conjunAion as they are at this day. 


' And onthe other hand, the great Perſecutor of Proteſtants, has, by 


his Violence and Injuſtice, raiſed againſt himſelf ſo ſtrong an Allianceof 
Princes of the ſame «eligion, that 1t 15 viſtole the $1zns of the Times give 
us all the groundsof hope, that we can propole to our ſelves; nor can 
any thing diſappoint all this, but firtt our Sins that may provoke God 
to appear againſt us, and then our mutual Animoſtties and Quarrellings 
that may diſtratt usat Home, It M-n will forget their prelent Danger, 
and only think of former Provocations;it both Sides are ſtudying to ag- 

avate Matte:s one againſt another, and ſeek1::g and improvi'g all the 
Advantages they can find it the repeated Interpotitions of Him,to whom, 
under Go1, we owe our preſent Quiet, and our late Deliverance, can- 


. not inſpireus with ſofter Thoughts : If, I ſay, we continue firm tatheſe 


| 


| all the noiſe we nave made about Religion, -that we iiave none ar all ; 
. enAF} — 


ill-temper'd Reſolutions, What muſt the concluſiou of all this be, but 
the Ruin of Religion, and the loſs of Liberty £ We will appear to all 
the World, as well as to all (ucceeding Ages, the moſt uathinking, and 
the moſt blinded Nation under Heaven, the leaſt ſenſible of Religion” 


| and the leaſt capable of Liberty 3 that have nor the regard due to the 


One,nor the ſenſe and the vertue neccflary for the Otherzand that after 
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and that after all the Concern we have ſhewed for Liberty, weneither 
deſerve it, norcan maintain it. Upcn our Behaviour at preſent de- 
pends all theProſpe&, that humanely ſpeaking,we cin poſſibly have ofour 
Religions not being wholly extirpated, at leaſt in all theſe parts of the 
World, If in this Fermentation and Crifts the Delign miſcars ics, there is 
nothing ſo black and diſmal, as that which we ought to look for. We 
will be deſpiſed by all our Enemies, as much as we are now hated b 
them 3 we will fall unregarded and unpitied; and 1f{uch a Miſery is re- 
ſerved for us, we ſhall have one aggravation of it, that as the damned 
in Hell areſuppoſed to curſe and reproach one another, fo it we fall a- 
gain into a ſtate of Pcrſccution, both Sides will bereproaching. and next 
to curſing one another for it. Weaker Minds will be ftruck with this, 
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that the miſcarriage of ſo great a Deſign, that was carried on ſo far with | 
ſuch uplook*d-tor Succefſes, looks as if Goa had only let things go | 
ſo far of our Side, that all the World might ſee in our miſmanagement of | 
them, that weare under 2 Curſe which ne Succcfſes could remove, and | 
under a Madnels that was paſt all Cure. What Proſpect can we have, | 


or whither can we ſo much as think of flying, ifour preſent Scttlement 


ſhould be overturned © The view 1sfo terrible,thar if that ſhould hap. | 


pn, the Thing which next to 1ta good Man would chiefly fear, mult 
be his own out-living it, and not p: ri'hing nv 1t ; fince afterſuch a Mite 


carriage, nothing befi-e Miracle could retretve that, without which | 


Life would be a perpetual Eurden toa wilc or a food Vian, T hcileare 
not Words of Pomp, nor the undue Aggravattons of a Miſty, which 
can never be tully cxpreft in words, angl winch i pray Gou may n£ver be 
felt in deed. by us, by 
Ar ſuch a Time as this, is it fir for us to :3:ſ- up into our Thought 
the untealonable remembrance ot all thz"Errors and Follies into which 
the Weakneſs and —_ of ſome may hiveled them, who yet as ſoon 
as they ſaw how they had been deceryed, ſeem'd ſ{enfivle of former 
Faults, and ſtood firm afterwards? Tf, I fay, all theſe Things are to 


be canvaſſed with rigour, how can it be hoped that Mens Minds ſhould 
ever be ſetled or freed from tho'e App:chenſions thar may tempt them | 


to think of ſecuring themſelves at any rate 2 And on the other handy Men 
whoſe Paſſions have once fo fatally miſled them, as not only ro be cone 


cerned in the ſhedding of Innocent Blood, but in the expoling the whole 


| 


(17) 
Nation to be deſtroyed, ought not co ſuffer the 1:ke Paſſions ro return 
afreſh upon them, to the keeping up and heightning our Differences, 
and co the reviving our Animoſities, by a pretended Zeal tor the Church, 
which they have once already endangered to the higheſt cegree it were 


{ more modeſt and becoming in them to be ſilent and retired, than to ſtudy 


ſtill ro trouble our Waters, and to ſow the Seeds of new Diſlentions 
among us, and ſo commit new Faults 1n ſtead of repenting of 01d Ones : 
all theſe indecent Errors ot all ſides concur, to let us fee how far we are 
yet out of the way, and give us reaſon to conclude, that our Deliverance 
was too quickly wrought tor us; that we were not long enough in diſtreſs, 
and that weare not yet wholly purged trom our Droſs, but that we mult 
0 throa fiery Trial, which will either purge us more entirely, or coniume 
us quite, 

Bur it after all that Heat which we are raiſing in onr ſelves, or in 
others, we would grow ſo calm and fo wiſe as to remember that we ate 
Brethren, this would quickly give us another view of T hings, and make 
us ſee our Madneſs while we are ſo much worſe than the two Iſraelites 1n 
my Text, who did wrong one to anot'cr, tor we wrong our [elves and our 
common Concerns in the wrongs that we do to one another, Are not the 
hard Speeches we throw out, and the ſevere Words that wefaſten on one 
another, Injurics of a very high Nature? We fi;ſt hate one another, and 
then ſtudy to render one another as odious, both to our Selves and to all 
the Wotld, as poſſibly we can: We are pofle(s'd with a Spirit of Jealouſy 
and Diſtruſt, which makes us eafily believe all che II] that we can hear of 
thoſe that differ trom us, and to create to our (elves groundlels Appre- 
henſions and Fears; and when ſuch an ill Temper has once cortupted us, 
we ate cafily led co all the Injuſtices that do tollow Parties and Diviſions 
on the account of Religion, 

God be thanked tor it, that there is an end put to all Perſecution in 
Matters of Conſcience; aud that the firſt and Chiet Right of Humane 
Nature,ot following the Dicates of Conlcience in the Service of God 1s 
ſecuted to all Men amoneſt us; and that we are freed, I hope, tor ever of 
all the Remnants of the worſt Patt of popery that we had too long retained, 
1 mean, the Spirit of perſecution, Jt this gives uneafine(+ toany it ſhews 
that their Eye is evil, becauſe the Eye ot our Legiſlators has been good. 


towards thole, who tho they may be miſtaken in theis Notions, yer wy 
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fill the Rights of Men and of Chriſtians, But after all this it is to be re- 
. membred, that Mien may be ſti! Per ſecutors, though they are not able to 
perſecute any longer, according to our Saviour's Ch urging the Guilt of 
mended Sins on thoſe who never a&ed them : tor as long as we entertain 
Hatred and Ma'ice in our Hca ts, and wiſh that it were in ous Power to do 
hu:t to others, ſolong we become guilty be'ore Gol, and ſo do wrong to 
our (elycs, though we arc not in condition to do them any; bur it we do 
chem all the wrong we'can, we (hew what on: Tempers ate, and that we 
Would do more if it were in ou: Power, If v elove to keep up old Dife 
ferences, or to create new Ones, if we wil! continue to make the Terms 
of Communion with us as ſtrair as poſho:y we can, and thut our all Perſons, 

as much 3s in us lies, from joining Labour's with us becauſe they do not 
in all Things think 3s wedo : It we wil by tu:ns imploy all the Intereft we 
have in any Tu not Government that is kind to us, to do wrong to others, 

either by loading them wich talſe Accuſations, by 2goravating ſome lefler 
Matters,or by an uncue prolecution of rea!, but repented ot Faults, All 
theſe are the ſeveral Inſtinces, in which an injurious Temper ſhews it 
ſelf; and while {uch things are mono us, we are under the Guilt that 
is Charged on thete I[ralites in my Text, thou2h they were Brethren, 
Yet did Wrong one to another, 

While we ateſo liberal in throwing out of Lies and Slanders, or at 
leaſt, while we do ſo eaſily believe rhem,and fo willingly report them, we 
ſhew that whatioever out want of Power to do Miſchiet may de; yet that 
our inclinations are ſtill tull of Malice 5nd Wickedneſs, and while weare 
under the pcwer of ſuch1i]l Tempers, we are tar enough from the Bleſſed- 
neſs of Brethren that dwel together in Unity : Indeed this [ i{eale ts 
gone t00 far to admit of any other Cure, but what muſt come down from 
Above t:om the God ot Love, through the effuſion of the Spirit 0f Love 
and Peace, 

The Corruption that 1srooted in our Natures, is too deeply fixed there 
to be cured any Way, but by an Interpoſicion of a D:vine Power, Fe ſee 
that neither the conſideration of Reaſon nor of Intereſt , neither the 
ſenſe of Honour, nor the apprehenfion of Danger, ate ſrc ng enough to 
 prevai! over the Prejudices of our Xducation, or thoie angry Imp: ef 


Hons. which we have (o long Cheriſhed in our ſclyes and 'n others, - 


that perhaps we are now ſcarce Maſters of them, and theretore ſince the 
Diſea.e 
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Diſeaſe has gone ſo deep, we muſt look up to him whoalone canCure 
it; we muſt all conſider, that ſuch an Evil Spirit prevailing am 
us at ſuch a time, is a plain Indication of Gods Anger that is kind] 
492 inſt us, Therefore before this proves our Ruin, let us all cu-n to God 
with ou! whole Hearts, and Repent us of the Evil of our ways, and Cry 
mightily co him}, That (@ he may Ariſe, and Save, and Deliver us; who * 
by our Sins and our Diviſiqns are brought ſo very Low, and who muſt 
yer tall into the moſt abjeR and miſerable State poſſible, it God do not 
bleſs us wh healing Temper, and with healing Counſels, That fo 
we may g0 0N0 WP Perfe tion, and Compleat thoſe Great Things which 
God has begun to woik for'us, and in which we our ſelves have fatally 
ſropt the Courſe of his Mer&ag6o. us, and that we may both Live 
as Chriſtians, and Love as Brethren , That the God of Loye and Peace 
may delight to dwell among us, and Bleſs us, That this Church may 
become more and more, thar which ſhe truly is, The Praiſe of all the 
Churches, and the Foy of the whole Earth , and that every one of us in 
our own particular may, at laſt come to dwell in thaſe Regions above,. 
whereall are made perfe&t in Love ; which may the God ot Love grant-_ 
us, tor the (ſake of him that Loved us, and that gave himlſelt tor us ;. to- 
whom be Glory and Dominion.tor ever, Amey.. 
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